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besides, some of Wesley's preachers were crude
men, arrogantly making much of their own sanctity,
without the innate good manners of the Wesleys
themselves ; they did undoubtedly stir up passions
unnecessarily. Some, such as Nelson, best of men
and most devoted of followers, were pressed into
military service, and attempts were made to take
Wesley himself; but the man who twice tried to
do so grew so ashamed of his task that he let
Wesley depart quietly. But from day to day no
Methodist preacher knew what might be in store
for him.

But if it was Wesley's magnetism, his personal
charm, his apparent humility that saved him,
it was his unswerving determination, his almost
ferocious will-power, that enabled him to carry
out the work, with its complicated structure, its
wheels within wheels of which he was in complete
and sole control, and its ever-growing finance.
His will ! Even strangers grew aware of that.
One day he found himself riding with a serious
man ; naturally they spoke of religion, and as
naturally disagreed, till finally the stranger, who
got warmer and warmer, told Wesley he was rotten
at heart, and supposed that he must be one of
John Wesley's followers. When he discovered
whom he was talking to, he was filled with horror,
as though he had met the Devil, and spurred his
horse on to get away, " But," Wesley relates,
" being the better mounted of the two, I kept
close to his side, and endeavoured to show him his